
         

                Sheep Scab – Advice on treatment and management  
 

The Disease 
 
Sheep scab is notifiable to the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) under the Sheep Scab 
(Scotland) Order 2010. The disease seriously affects the welfare of sheep and has a significant 
financial impact through its effects on the condition of ewes, the growth rate of lambs, damage to  
wool and reduced quality of sheepskins. Scab mites feeding on the skin surface cause intense 
irritation to the sheep that results in them rubbing and scratching. The disease is more common in 
the winter and spring when the sheep have full fleeces. Whenever possible flock owners should co-
ordinate any treatment or control measures with their neighbours to gain maximum benefit from their 
time and effort. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sampling Guidance 
 
When sampling for ectoparasites it is recommended to collect three to five skin scrape and/or 
hair/wool pluck samples from the edge of active lesions. Skin scrape samples should collected onto a 
glass slide using a small amount of liquid paraffin. DO NOT send scalpel blades. Hair or wool pluck 
samples should include the hair bulb. A small amount of carefully collected material has greater 
diagnostic value than large quantities of randomly selected hair or fleece! 

 
 

Sheep Scab Control 
 

Sheep scab is the most contagious disease of sheep in Britain today. Mites will survive off the 
sheep for up to 17 days. Transmission is usually sheep to sheep however transporters, fence posts 
used for rubbing, bushes, trees and contaminated clothes & equipment can all be a source of 
infection. 

 
Sheep moved onto the farm are a particular risk for introducing scab mites. This includes 
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